
AU Datathon 2020

Stonewall 50 Collection
or

“We had some problems.”
Or

“I want to be the first to throw a brick at this dataset.”



Research Questions:
● What stories about the Stonewall uprising circulated around its 50th 

anniversary in 1969?

● How was the anniversary commemorated?

● Who is identified as important to the Stonewall story?

○ named entity recognition

● Can we identify competing narratives?

○ topic modeling



What went well?
● Team members leveraged tools, techniques and resources from 

their existing repertoires in combination with AUL tools

● Ian and Nick helped a lot with AU-tool tips and outputs









Subsets of Data: content of all Making Gay History episodes/minisodes on Stonewall



Subsets of Data: content of all Making Gay History episodes/minisodes in dataset



Subsets of Data: corpus of Making Gay History episodes/minisodes on Stonewall 
versus all episodes/minisodes as reference corpus



Subsets of Data: corpus of Making Gay History episodes/minisodes on Stonewall 
versus all episodes/minisodes as reference corpus

hosted by Eric Marcus 
(‘EM’ in the transcript for 
Stonewall episodes, 
‘Eric’ in the transcripts 
for other episodes)



Subsets of Data: content of all Making Gay History episodes/minisodes on Stonewall

Concordance Hits:

● “marsha” (i.e. Marsha P. Johnson) = 55

● “sylvia” (i.e. Sylvia Rivera) = 47

● “craig” (i.e. Craig Rodwell) = 98

Concordance Hits:

● “marsha” (i.e. Marsha P. Johnson) = 259

● “sylvia” (i.e. Sylvia Rivera) = 164

● “craig” (i.e. Craig Rodwell) = 102

Subsets of Data: content of all Making Gay History episodes/minisodes in dataset



podcast boilerplate



We now know that there are nearly 29K (!!!) rainbow emojis 
within the Stonewall 50 Collection. Thanks, Nick!



What didn’t go so well?



Challenges
● Internet connectivity in general

● Ambitions outstripped time and technical 
resources

● Lots of noise in the dataset (but Alex 
Thurman kept us from going down rabbit 
holes to nowhere)

● The size of the dataset prevented many 
tools and methods from working properly 
without further filtering and cleaning… 
requiring more time and technical 
resources.



What would we do with more time?



What would we do with more time?
● Clean up the data a lot

● Topic model for competing narratives

● Compare to older sets of data (e.g. 
Sarah’s queer Geocities data)

● Named entity recognition for key 
individuals, places, and organizations 
involved in commemoration events and 
historical essays and testimony

● Really, ideally getting the Notebooks 
working a bit more smoothly with some 
better-filtered and better-formatted data.


